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it appears to be impossible for the King's Ministers to employ you in the high situation for which you are the most fit, because during the continuance of this temper of mind there can be no cordial or confidential intercourse.
" In writing thus much I have perhaps gone too far, and have taken the permission for which it was the intention of this letter to ask; but I shall send it, as it may be convenient for you to be apprised of the view which I have already taken of these discussions, as far as I have any knowledge of them, in deciding whether you will allow me to talk to you any further about them. If you should do so, it would probably be most convenient to us both to meet at Lisbon, or I can go over to you, if that should suit you better.
"ARTHUR WELLESLEY."
It may be as well to notice here that whatever Sir Arthur may have either written home or said when he reached home, as a consequence of the conversation to be now detailed, it had no possible influence on Moore's appointment to the command of the army. The conversation took place on 18th September, and Sir Arthur reached London on 6th October. Moore's appointment to command the army was dated 25th September. The passionate demand in England for Moore gave the King just that support for which he always patiently waited. He dictated to his Ministers a course of action which he well knew to be unwelcome to them, solely on grounds personal to them as individuals, not as Ministers of State.
I wrote to him that I should be very happy to see Mm if he would make it convenient to him to call here. He lias just left me. I told him that with respect tontinuance of the temper in which they are carried on: and yet, till there is evidence that it is changed,8.
